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MAJOR AND MRS. CARMICHAEL-SMYTH

Anne Becher (1792-1864.) was the second daughter of John
Harman Becher, a Writer in the service of the East India Com-
pany, and his wife Harriet. As has already been related,59 Anne's
mother eloped with Colonel Butler not long after her birth, and
when her father died in 1800, the child was sent to Fareham in
Hampshire, where lived her grandmother and aunt. Old Mrs.
Becher was a stern and decorous lady, who ruled her household
with tyrannical authority. But her severely Evangelical piety did
not make her insensible of the advantages of wealth and position,
and when her granddaughter grew up to be a very beautiful young
lady, Mrs. Becher determined that she should make a brilliant
marriage.60

Anne, as it turned out, had her own views on this subject. At
an Assembly Ball in Bath during 1807 she met Henry Carmichael-
Smyth 6l (1780-1861), a younger son of a good Scottish family,
who was an ensign of the Bengal Engineers. He told her of the
ten years of active service that he had seen in India; of his part in
the capture of Allyghur, the battle of Delhi, the siege of Agra, the
battle of Laswarree, the battle and siege of Deeg, and the first
siege of Bhurtporej and she learned from others that he had been
several times mentioned in despatches for exemplary valor.
Weighed against these achievements, the fact that he had neither
money nor prospects seemed to her of little importance. The two
young people were soon very much in love, and despite the pro-
hibitions of Mrs. Becher, who altogether refused to countenance
their engagement, they continued to meet after Anne returned
from Bath to Fareham.

The;r secret trysting place [writes Mrs. Fuller] was a terrace at the
end of the Bechers' garden, past which flowed the broad tidal river

59 See above, Mrs. Butler.

60 The stories of Anne Becher's early life which follow were told by her to
Lady Ritchie, and by Lady Ritchie to Mrs. Fuller.

61 His military career is outlined in Colonel H. M. Vibart's Addiscombe: Its
Heroes and Men of Note (London, 1894), pp. 59-62.